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About

DVPW Section “Methods of Political Science”

The Section “Methods of Political Science” (SekMethoden) of the German Political
Science Association (DVPW) facilitates the exchange between scholars who deal with
methodological aspects of political science research. Through the organization of con-
ferences, the operation of the Section’s homepage and the regular information of the
Section’s members, it promotes the networking of the participating scholars and is com-
mitted to the further development of the subfield in research and teaching. The Section
is also a member society of the German Statistical Association (DAGStat).

Website (DE/EN): dvpw.de/gliederung/sektionen/methoden-der-politikwissenschaft

Mailing list: lists.rrz.uni-hamburg.de/mailman/listinfo/sekmethoden

Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of SekMethoden is jointly organized by the Section Co-Speakers and
a local organizing committee.

Organizing committee

Mayer, Sabrina Section speaker & local organizer University of Bamberg
Berger, Valentin Local organizer University of Bamberg
Hoffmann, Philipp Local organizer University of Bamberg
Cohen, Denis Section speaker & co-organizer University of Mannheim
Leininger, Arndt Section speaker & co-organizer Chemnitz University of Technology

4

https://www.dvpw.de/gliederung/sektionen/methoden-der-politikwissenschaft
https://lists.rrz.uni-hamburg.de/mailman/listinfo/sekmethoden


Timetable

T1 Paper Track T2 Presentation Track * Presenting author

Friday, April 19, 2024: Deadline for paper upload via this link T1 .

Friday, April 26, 2024

12:00-13:00 Optional: Lunch Snacks
13:00-13:15 Welcome Address
13:15-14:45 Panel 1: Advancing Designs for Causal Inference

T1 Joris Frese Evaluating and improving the use of the "Unexpected
Event during Survey Design" in applied research
Discussant: Franziska Quoß

T1 Lukas Stoetzer*
Konstantin Bogatyrev

Synthetic Control Methods for Proportions

Discussant: Joris Frese

T1
Franziska Quoß*
Marc S. Jacob
Ivo Bantel

Implausible Profiles in Conjoint Experiments: Evidence
from Eye-Tracking and Recommendations for Applied
Research
Discussant: Lukas Stoetzer

14:45-15:15 Coffee Break
15:15-16:15 Panel 2: Scrutinizing and Advancing Applied Practices

T1 Lukas Rudolph*
Laura Seelkopf

Assessing the suitability of online access panels for
survey experimental research – is there a price-quality
trade-off?
Discussant: Nils Weidmann

T1
Nils B. Weidmann*
Mats Faulborn
David Garcia

Coding Political Regimes with LLMs

Discussant: Lukas Rudolph
16:15-16:45 Coffee Break
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16:45-17:45 Panel 3: Audio-Visual Data
T1 Oliver Rittmann A methodological framework for comparatively

analysing politicians’ body language
Discussant: Eda Keremoglu

T1
Eda Keremoglu*
Stefan Scholz
Nils B. Weidmann*

How Leaders Portray Themselves on Social Media
Images
Discussant: Oliver Rittmann

18:00-18:45 DVPW Section Members’ Meeting
19:00-21:00 Conference Dinner

Saturday, April 27, 2024

09:00-10:30 Panel 4: Innovations in and for Survey-Based Research
T1 Saskia Bartholomäus Increasing Biases in Political Science Surveys due to

Negative Survey Experiences: Reasons and Solutions
for the Attrition of Politically Disengaged Persons in
Probability and Nonprobability-based Panels
Discussant: Achim Goerres

T1
Achim Goerres*
Markus Tepe
Jakob Kemper

Costly Solidarity Behavior and the Identity of Others:
The Novel Identity-Solidarity Game in a Large Panel
Survey of the German Resident population
Discussant: Saskia Bartholomäus

T2 Hannah Rajski Citizen Forecasting in Saxony 2024 – A Pre-Analysis
Plan

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break
11:00-12:30 Panel 5: Text-as-Data

T2 Sukayna Younger-Khan Exploring the Science Rhetoric of Political Leaders
using Natural Language Processing

T1 Tim König Analyzing Issue Attention and Agenda Setting in Com-
plex Media Environments
Discussant: Marius Sältzer

T1 Marius Sältzer Second-Order Saliency Theory: Reconstructing a The-
oretical Foundation for Text Scaling
Discussant: Tim König

12:30-12:45 Farewell
13:00-14:00 Optional: Lunch
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Presentations

T1 Paper Track T2 Presentation Track

Friday, April 26

Panel 1: Advancing Designs for Causal Inference

Evaluating and improving the use of the "Unexpected Event during
Survey Design" in applied research

J. Frese T1

Department of Political and Social Sciences, European University Institute, Fiesole, Italy

In recent years, the use of survey data for natural experiments with time as the running
variable has become popularized in political science. Particularly the "Unexpected Event
During Survey Design" (UESD), as outlined by Muñoz, Falcó-Gimeno, and Hernández
(MFH) in 2020, has been widely used in public opinion research. In this article, I evaluate
the use of the established internal validity checks in applied UESD studies and present
guidelines to improve the external validity of the method. I first review the degree to
which the best practice guidelines introduced in 2020 have been adhered to in published
research articles (N = 82), finding substantial improvements post-MFH. However, there
are still considerable researcher degrees of freedom regarding the omission of certain
assumption checks and some of the necessary checks are only conducted in a few articles.
I discuss the most common shortcomings and ways to address them. Next, I present a
framework for the "Multiple Unexpected Events During Survey Design" (MUESD) to
improve external validity when analyzing frequently occurring events. Finally, I conduct a
replication of a well-executed, internally valid UESD study on fifteen further cases (total
N = 101.940) to showcase the improved external validity of the MUESD.
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Synthetic Control Methods for Proportions

L. F. Stoetzer1, K. Bogatyrev2 T1

1 Department of Philosophy, Politics and Economy, Faculty for Economy and Society,
University Witten/Herdecke, Germany
2 Department of Social and Political Sciences, Bocconi University, Milan, Italy

Synthetic control methods are extensively utilized in political science for estimating
counterfactual outcomes in case studies and difference-in-difference models, often applied
to model counterfactual proportional data. However, the conventional synthetic control
methods are designed for univariate outcomes, leading researchers to model counterfactuals
for each proportion separately. This paper introduces an extension, proposing a method to
simultaneously handle multivariate proportional outcomes. Our approach establishes stable
counterfactual weights for each proportion, improving comparability while adhering to
treatment constraints. Results from a simulation study and the application of our method
to data from a recently published article on a difference-in-difference model of campaign
effects in the 2019 Spanish general election underscore the benefits of accounting for the
interplay of proportional outcomes. This advancement enhances the validity and reliability
of synthetic control estimates in political science.
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Implausible Profiles in Conjoint Experiments: Evidence from Eye-
Tracking and Recommendations for Applied Research

F. Quoß1, Marc S. Jacob2, I. Bantel3 T1

1 Department Survey Data Curation, GESIS, Cologne, Germany
2 Department Political Science, Stanford University, USA
3 Research and Analysis Division, POLITICO Europe, Bruxelles, Belgium

Conjoint designs have become a common research tool to experimentally examine political
behavior by letting respondents choose between two or more randomly composed profiles,
such as candidates running for public office. While conjoint experiments reveal the relative
causal weight of attributes in multidimensional choice behavior, implausible attribute
combinations may weaken their external validity. Many applied conjoint studies in political
science include implausible attribute combinations, which may irritate respondents and
lead to distorted choice behavior and biased inference. Focusing on one of the most widely
used conjoint designs in political science, a candidate choice experiment, we evaluate
how respondents react to such implausible profiles when choosing between hypothetical
political candidates. In a candidate choice experiment conducted in a laboratory, we
leverage eye-tracking and evaluate whether profiles that are less representative of real
candidates (implausible profiles) cause respondents (N = 86) to change their attention
patterns. We find that respondents who are faced with implausible candidate profiles show
more extreme attention patterns. Our results show that researchers should be cautious
when designing and analyzing conjoint studies, as implausibility can impede the validity of
inferences drawn from them.
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Panel 2: Scrutinizing and Advancing Applied Practices

Assessing the suitability of online access panels for survey experimental
research – is there a price-quality trade-off?

L. Rudolph1, L. Seelkopf2 T1

1 Department of Politics and Public Administration, Center for Data and Methods,
University of Konstanz, Germany
2 Geschwister-Scholl-Institute for Political Science, Ludwig-Maximilians-University Munich,
Germany

Survey-experimental research with online access panels of marketing research companies
has increased markedly in the last decade in the social sciences. These online access
panels allow for low-cost and fast access to quota-representative samples of single- or
multi-country populations, which promises generalizable claims with experimental research
designs. However, past research has mostly compared the relative validity of survey
research from population-representative to quota-representative samples. We know next
to nothing on how the quality of quota-representative samples of various survey companies
compare — despite this being the dominant mode of scientific survey data collection
to date, and despite a substantive price range between companies, where costs per
interview can differ by a factor of up to six. Amongst others, companies justify this
price range by differential recruiting processes of respondents, where high-price companies
advocate their panels as higher quality with respect to respondent attentiveness to
survey content, respondent honesty, and representativity along non-quota characteristics.
Hence, researchers face a potential trade-off between, on the one hand, costs, and the
statistical power their research budget can buy, and, on the other hand, the potential for
measurement error (due to potential inattentiveness and dishonesty) and external validity
(due to low representativity along non-quota requirements). Additionally, researchers
regularly face administrative requirements to select the most cost-effective bid from
qualitatively comparable offers, with little impartial guidance from scientific research. Our
study will offer insights into these trade-offs for the largest European economy. We asked
all marketing companies competing on the German market to offer bids for scientific survey
experimental research with conjoint and vignette experiments. We then selected three
companies with a self-reported low, medium and high panel quality (and corresponding
price differential). Fielding the identical vignette and conjoint experiment to these three
quota-representative samples, together with standard socio-demographic and attitudinal
questions relevant for research in political behavior, will allow us to bring evidence to the
actual extent of a price-quality trade-off.
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Coding Political Regimes with LLMs

N. B. Weidmann1, M. Faulborn2, D. Garcia1 T1

1 Department of Politics and Public Administration, University of Konstanz, Germany
2 University of Mannheim, Germany

Human coding is still the dominant approach for the creation of comparative regime
type indicators. Large projects such as the Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem) project
rely on human expertise to score many different aspects of a country’s political system
to ultimately place them on a continuum between autocracy and democracy. In this
project, we explore how the human coding of democracy indicators can be performed with
LLMs. In particular, we let ChatGPT code the many constituent indicators from V-Dem
that are eventually aggregated into the final democracy scores. In doing so, we want to
assess ChatGPT’s performance without extensive preparation of the knowledge base or
sophisticated prompt design. Our analysis explores how the quality of coding varies across
countries and time periods, but also across different hypothetical coder identities.
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Panel 3: Audio-Visual Data

A methodological framework for comparatively analysing politicians’
body language

O. Rittmann1,2 T1

1 Chair of Political Science, Quantitative Methods in the Social Sciences, University of
Mannheim, Germany
2 Center for Doctoral Studies in Social and Behavioral Sciences, University of Mannheim,
Germany

Nonverbal cues, specifically gestures, are a central element of political speech. The
effects of political speeches can be altered dramatically through the use of gestures and
vocal emphasis. However, studying politicians’ nonverbal cues during political speech is
difficult due to its visual nature. As a result, we have little systematic understanding
of how politicians communicate nonverbally, even though we know that this has great
effects on voters’ perception of political speech. This project introduces a methodological
framework for the comparative quantitative analysis of politicians’ body language based
on the computational analysis of video recordings. The framework is based on pose
estimation models, a class of methods developed in Computer Vision to trace body key
points such as wrists and elbows throughout videos. I show how to use pose estimation
to study politicians’ body language during political speech. The proposed framework has
four significant advantages: First, it can be adapted for the measurement of a variety of
aspects of body language, such as arousal, power-posing, or the detection of other pre-
defined gestures. Second, the method can be applied to video recordings from different
parliaments. Compared to other solutions, it allows cross-country and cross-cultural
studies of politicians’ body language. Third, the framework yields intuitive and easy-to-
understand measures that can be communicated to wide audiences. Fourth, it is based
on open-source software and can be applied by researchers with limited computational
resources. The presented work creates new opportunities for applied researchers to start
exploring politicians’ body language across multiple contexts.
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How Leaders Portray Themselves on Social Media Images

E. Keremoglu1, S. Scholz1, N. B. Weidmann1 T1

Department of Politics and Public Administration, University of Konstanz, Germany

While traditional political communication is often mediated by news coverage, social
media platforms allow leaders to circumvent news gatekeepers to raise their profiles and
directly communicate with citizens. For this purpose, visual material has been shown
to be very effective. However, the incentives for leaders to visually present themselves
on social media and as a result, the images they choose for publication, are likely to
differ by regime type. Autocratic leaders should be less likely to emphasize social aspects
and be less inclusive than their democratic peers, but at the same time should be more
likely to present themselves in the images they post. We test these expectations using
a new data collection of more than one million images posted by a global sample of
political leaders on social media from 2012 to 2022. Using computer vision techniques, we
extract information on the image content, in order to analyze differences in this content
between autocracies and democracies. Our results show that democratic leaders present
themselves in a more social and inclusive light, but – contrary to our expectations – are
also more likely to be central in the images posted.

13



Saturday, April 27

Panel 4: Innovations in and for Survey-Based Research

Increasing Biases in Political Science Surveys due to Negative Survey
Experiences: Reasons and Solutions for the Attrition of Politically
Disengaged Persons in Probability and Nonprobability-based Panels

S. Bartholomäus T1

Department Data and Research on Society, GESIS, Mannheim, Germany

The systematic overrepresentation of politically engaged persons in political science
surveys casts doubt on the generalization of results and limits analyses on reasons for
and consequences of political disengagement. This nonresponse challenge is at least
partially caused by differences in respondents’ topic interest, resulting in a higher refusal
rate of politically disengaged persons. To increase response rates of politically disengaged
persons, previous research suggests improving respondents’ survey experience, which has
an impact on participation decisions in subsequent surveys with similar topics. However,
we do not know yet whether a positive survey experience compensates for a lack of
interest in the survey topic or whether a negative experience strengthens the tendency
to refuse. As longitudinal surveys enable us to investigate this process, I aim to answer
whether a positive survey experience reduces the panel attrition of politically disengaged
persons. After analyzing the impact of survey experiences and political engagement on
participation decisions in subsequent waves of the probability-based GESIS Panel and
nonprobability-based GLES Panel, I conclude that positive survey experiences reduce the
attrition rates of politically disengaged persons. However, we would need to keep the
survey experiences of politically engaged persons constant to minimize the attrition bias.
To evaluate the potential of methodological approaches that aim to enhance the survey
experience of politically disengaged persons to tackle the nonresponse challenge in political
science surveys, I use data simulations.
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Costly Solidarity Behavior and the Identity of Others: The Novel
Identity-Solidarity Game in a Large Panel Survey of the German
Resident population

A. Goerres1, M. Tepe2, J. Kemper1 T1

1 Institute for Political Science, Faculty for Social Sciences, University Duisburg-Essen,
Germany
2 SOCIUM Research Center on Inequality and Social Policy, University of Bremen,
Germany

How does the identity of others affect solidarity behavior? The knowledge relating to
willingness to give to others in the welfare state is overwhelmingly restricted to survey
research and lacks behavioral measures. We use the new Identity-Solidarity Game in a
representative online panel survey of German residents to test pre-registered hypotheses.
The Solidarity Game is a miniature model of the welfare system in which individuals can
divide funds with two other participants in groups of three, all of whom can turn out to be
lucky or unlucky. Participants are presented with true participant information from wave
1, including age, income, descent, and party preference, and asked to make decisions in
four separate scenarios. Each scenario involves receiving anonymized, truthful information
about the characteristics of other group members, before participants decide how to
split the possible earnings. One scenario was randomly picked for payout after the field
had been closed. We find: (1) solidarity behavior is different in the solidarity game with
identity information compared to an anonymous game. (2) People show higher levels
of solidarity in homogeneous groups, with the strongest homogeneity effects in groups
defined by party preference and descent. (3) In tendency, people give more in groups with
members constructed to be deserving (poorer people, but not older people) and less to
the undeserving (those born abroad). (4) People react most negatively to group members
belonging to socially disliked groups (AfD voters). The paper discusses the implications
of the findings in terms of methods, empirical patterns and theory.
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Citizen Forecasting in Saxony 2024 – A Pre-Analysis Plan

H. Rajski1,2 T2

1 Chair of Political Science, Quantitative Methods in the Social Sciences, University of
Mannheim, Germany
2 Center for Doctoral Studies in Social and Behavioral Sciences, University of Mannheim,
Germany

Forecasting state elections based on vote intention polls is a complicated endeavor as
large enough and representative samples are rarely available. This is especially true for
the constituency level when, e.g., forecasting constituency winners in a mixed-member
proportional system. Yet these outcomes play a crucial role for the composition of
parliament. A potential solution could be citizen forecasting, where individuals are asked
for their expectations about the election outcome which are then aggregated into a
forecast. Large, representative samples are not required. I will use citizen forecasting for
the 2024 Saxon state election. Based on original data collected before the election I will
forecast constituency winners and party vote shares in Saxon’s mixed-member proportional
system. To enhance accuracy, I will use different weighting mechanisms when aggregating
the individual expectations. This draws on previous research showing that forecasting
accuracy varies by respondents’ characteristics like education or political involvement. As
a first step in this larger citizen forecasting project, I am conducting a meta-analysis of
these previous studies, showing which respondent characteristics can improve the accuracy
of vote expectations. With this study on Saxony, I then test whether the results of the
meta-analysis hold and can improve the forecasts’ accuracy. Benchmarks for the accuracy
will be published vote intention polls, the samples’ vote intentions, and the 2019 results.
The weighting process shall be preregistered before data collection.
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Panel 5: Text-as-Data

Exploring the Science Rhetoric of Political Leaders using Natural
Language Processing

S. Younger-Khan T2

Department of Politics and Public Administration, University of Konstanz, Germany

When and how do political leaders use science in their discourse? Existing work has
narrowly focused on how democratic leaders view science, neglecting non-democracies
entirely. Little is still known about how elite language influences public perceptions of the
regime, scientists, and science itself, with devastating societal consequences. Employing
advanced natural language processing techniques, this work investigates political persuasion
through the politicization of science by political leaders. For this project, I construct a
political speech corpus spanning 1990 to 2023 for over 60 leaders across 35 countries. The
methodological framework adopts a novel two-stage approach, moving from domain-aware
distributed dictionary representations (DDR) to domain-agnostic self-supervised models
(LLM). The first stage consists of evaluating semantic similarities between the concepts
of science and speeches for each leader to determine why and when they rely on science
in their discourse. These scores are extensively validated before clustering approaches
are applied to identify different science attitudes espoused by leaders. Preliminary results
indicate that the use of science rhetoric considerably varies across the spectrum of political
regimes and over time. In the second stage, sentiment analysis will be conducted using a
fine-tuned large language model (BERT) to explore leaders’ views on science in-depth.
Performance metrics will be additionally reported. This study introduces a novel dual-tiered
approach for the comparative analysis of science politicization by political elites, shedding
light on the multifaceted dimensions of this phenomenon.
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Analyzing Issue Attention and Agenda Setting in Complex Media
Environments

T. König T1

Institute for Social Sciences, University of Hildesheim, Germany

This paper analyses the mechanisms and temporalities of issue attention and agenda
setting for the German hybrid media environment. In order to do so, a large sample of news
articles and tweets of elected politicians for the years 2022 and 2023 is segmented into
relevant issues via a novel, unsupervised approach utilizing a weighted text co-occurrence
graph. This approach utilizes Named Entity Recognition and edge weighting via Pointwise
Mutual Information (PMI) to employ community detection algorithms for the extraction
of topically related issue clusters. Main functionalities of this approach are made available
via an accompanying R package. These issue clusters and the attention they receive
on the news and among politicians are then utilized to analyze the dynamics of the
German hybrid media environment. Generalized Additive Models (GAMs) are employed to
model non-linear effects and temporalities of issue attention and agenda setting between
the two data sources. In particular, the models employ splined effects of lagged issue
attention of up to seven days for each medium, as well as random effects to control for the
particularities of relevant issues and the agenda setting power of parties and news outlets.
Preliminary findings show that the news agenda still holds a strong overall influence on
the agenda of politicians, but that this influence is mediated by temporal media effects,
specific issue relevance and external events, as well as the role of outlets and parties in
the German setting.
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Second-Order Saliency Theory Reconstructing a Theoretical Founda-
tion for Text Scaling

M. Sältzer T1

Institute for Social Sciences, Carl von Ossietzky University Oldenburg, Germany

Text scaling is a commonly used and empirically successful method of estimating political
positions. It is unclear if the use of words recovers anything politically meaningful beyond
document similarity. This approach has little theoretical basis, except saliency theory
(ST), which states we can infer position from issue emphasis alone. However, positional
statements matter for policy. Positions can be communicated by being pro or contra
on political issues. Second Order Agenda Setting aims to integrate agenda setting and
framing by adding a second topic to the issue. Following the substantive interpretation of
the classification error approach we utilize the uncertainty of machine learning models.
We identify the second most likely topic of text as frames. We scale them to estimate
relative positions. We test this by predicting the positionality of text as well as scaling
positions from positional, non-positional, and second-order issue emphasis. We bridge
the Comparative Manifesto Corpus with the Comparative Agendas Project annotations
of the same manifestos and demonstrate that this additional information allows position
estimation of RILE positions from CAP codings alone. This allows applying position
measurement to a wide range of text types and establishes ST as a theoretical foundation
for text similarity measures.
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Locations

Please click on the highlighted links below to view the locations and routes on Google
Maps.

• The conference hotel is B&B Hotel Bamberg, Hartmannstraße 9, 96050 Bamberg.
It is a 20 minute walk or a 10 minute bus ride from Bamberg Hbf. Please note that
discounted hotel rates were only available through March 14, 2024.

• Presentations and the DVPW Section Members’ Meeting will be held at the
Hochzeitshaus, Am Kranen 12, 96047 Bamberg, which is located in the historical
city center. The venue is a 20 minute walk or 10-15 minute bus ride from Bamberg
Hbf, and a 35 minute walk or 20-25 minute bus ride from B&B Hotel Bamberg,
respectively.

• The conference dinner on Friday night will be held at Ahörnla im Sand, Obere
Sandstrasse 24, 96049 Bamberg. It is a 5 minute walk from the conference
venue, and a 40 minute walk or 25-30 minute bus ride from B&B Hotel Bamberg,
respectively. Please feel free to check out the menu in advance.
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