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Jahrestagung des DVPW-Arbeitskreises “Demokratieforschung“ 

Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, 1. & 2. Oktober 2026 

Konferenzprogramm 

Donnerstag, 1. Oktober 2026 
13:00 – 
14:00 Registrierung (Institut für Sozialwissenschaften, Universitätsstraße 3B, 10117 Berlin) + Fingerfood 

14:00 – 
14:15 Begrüßung und organisatorische Hinweise (Sprecher*innen des Arbeitskreises; Raum: 002) 

14:15 – 
15:45 

Panel 1 – Democracy: Advances in Theory 
Chair: Lea Kaftan (Raum: 002) 
 
• Paper 1: Christoph Deppe (Helmut-

Schmidt-Universität): Deliberative 
Demokratietheorie unter den 
Bedingungen hybrider Bedrohungen im 
Informationsumfeld 
Discussant: Matthijs Boogards 

• Paper 2: Hanno Scholtz (Universität 
Zürich): Partitioning Representation and 
Civil Democracy 
Discussant: Michael Minkenberg 

• Paper 3: Michael Minkenberg (Europa-
Universität Viadrina Frankfurt / Oder): 
Trump’s Beautiful Washington: 
Democratic Backsliding in Public 
Architecture? 
Discussant: Hanno Scholtz 

• Paper 4: Matthijs Boogards (GIGA 
Hamburg / Central European University): 
The End of Consensus Democracy? Why 
Lijphart’s Typology of Democracies no 
Longer Delivers 
Discussant: Christoph Deppe 

Panel 2 – Threats to Liberal Democracy 
Chair: Rolf Frankenberger (Raum: 004) 
 
• Paper 1: Leonie Casal (Deutsches Zentrum 

für Altersfragen): Der Einfluss 
populistischer Regierungen auf die 
Demokratiequalität und die Rolle der 
horizontalen Verantwortlichkeit 
Discussant: Dursun Ali Baki 

• Paper 2: Philipp Köker, Christoph Hönnige, 
Dominic Nyhuis, Merke Huber (Universität 
Hannover), Tilko Swalve (Universität Leiden): 
Normalizing Delegitimization: Why 
Mainstream Politicians Attack 
Independent Judiciaries 
Discussant: Janika Spannagel 

• Paper 3: Dursun Ali Baki (Universität Kiel): 
Von der patriarchalen Symbolik zur 
politischen Vaterfigur: Die Tradition der 
Vaterfigur in der türkischen Politik 
Discussant: Leonie Casal 

• Paper 4: Janika Spannagel (Freie Universität 
Berlin): The Politics of Civil Liberty 
Protections in the Criminal Process: 
Explaining Variation and Change in 
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Democracies Worldwide 
Discussant: Philipp Köker 

15:45 – 
16:15 Kaffeepause 

16:15 – 
17:45 

Panel 3 – Measuring Democracy: Country 
Level 
Chair: Claudia Matthes (Raum: 002) 
 
• Paper 1: David Kirchner (Stiftung 

Wissenschaft & Demokratie Kiel): Die 
Krise der Demokratie in der Arbeitswelt 
vermessen: eine Kritik der 
staatszentrierten Verengung der V-Dem-
Demokratieindizes 
Discussant: Thomas Richter 

• Paper 2: Thomas Richter (GIGA Hamburg): 
Measuring Authority and Oversight; 
Introducing a New Index of the 
Polarization of Executive Power 
Discussant: Svend-Erik Skaaning 

• Paper 3: Svend-Erik Skaaning (Universität 
Aarhus): Mapping Democracy: 
Orthogonal Dimensions versus Lexical 
Hierarchies 
Discussant: Anne-Sophie König 

• Paper 4: Anne-Sophie König (LMU 
München): Uncontested Elections at the 
Subnational Level: Implications for the 
Study of Democratic Qualit(ies) from 
Qualitative Japan Research 
Discussant: David Kirchner 

Panel 4 – Autocratization and Democratic 
Resilience 
Chair: tba (Raum: 004) 
 
• Paper 1: Lars Lott (Universität Erlangen-

Nürnberg): Autocratization and the 
Distribution and Provision of Social 
Policies 
Discussant: Hanno Scholtz 

• Paper 2: Stefan Christoph (Universität 
Passau): „Bad Boys“ and Possibilities of 
Democratic Disruption 
Discussant: Carmen Wintergerst 

• Paper 3: Hanno Scholtz (Universität Zürich): 
When Voters Stop Fitting Parties: 
Individualization, Representability and 
Democratic Dissatisfaction in WVS/EVS 
Data, 1981-2022 
Discussant: Lars Lott 

• Paper 4: Carmen Wintergerst (Universität 
Heidelberg): Autocratic Expansion: a 
Conceptual Framework 
Discussant: Stefan Christoph 

Panel 5 – Support for the Far Right 
Chair: Rolf Frankenberger (Raum: 003) 
 
• Paper 1: Markus Steinbrecher, Heiko Biehl, 

Nina Leonhard (Zentrum für 
Militärgeschichte und 
Sozialwissenschaften der Bundeswehr, 
Potsdam): Armee in der Demokratie. 
Ausmaß und Erklärungsfaktoren 
rechtsextremer politischer Einstellungen 
in der Bundeswehr 
Discussant: Jessica Kuhlmann 

• Paper 2: Werner Krause, Rebeca González 
Antuña (Universität Potsdam), Denis Cohen 
(Universität Mannheim), Stuart Turnbull-
Dugarte (Universität Southampton): 
Coalition Negotiation Breakdown and 
Electoral Returns. Who Benefits when 
the Center-Right Refuses the Far Right 
Discussant: Cemal Öztürk 

• Paper 3: Jessica Kuhlmann (Universität 
Siegen): Right-Wing Violence, Support for 
the AfD, and Trust: A Comparison 
between Individuals with and without a 
Migration Background 
Discussant: Markus Steinbrecher 

• Paper 4: Cemal Öztürk, Jannik Fischer, 
Susanne Pickel (Universität Duisburg-
Essen): Die „falschen Ausländer“: Wie 
Muslimfeindlichkeit sozialstrukturell 
heterogene Wählermilieus an die AfD 
bindet 
Discussant: Werner Krause 
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17:45 – 
18:15 Kaffeepause 

18:15 – 
19:15 Roundtable / Diskussionsrunde 

20:00 Gemeinsames Abendessen im “Maximilians” in der Friedrichstraße 185-190 auf Selbstzahlerbasis 

Freitag, 2. Oktober 2026 
09:00 – 
10:30 

Panel 6 – Measuring Democracy: Individual 
Level 
Chair: Carsten Wegscheider (Raum: 002) 
 
• Paper 1: Anja Hennig (Europa-Universität 

Viadrina Frankfurt / Oder): Democratic 
Resilience in Contested Municipalities: 
The Case of Frankfurt (Oder) 
Discussant: Norma Osterberg-Kaufmann 

• Paper 2: Norma Osterberg-Kaufmann 
(Humboldt-Universität Berlin): Towards 
New Democratic Imaginaries. A 
Photovoice-Project on Meanings of 
Democracy 
Discussant: Rolf Frankenberger 

• Paper 3: Rolf Frankenberger, Tim Fröhlich 
(Universität Tübingen): Defending which 
Democracy? Varying Meanings of 
Democracy of People Engaged in 
Democracy Promotion. 
Discussant: Philipp Harfst 

• Paper 4: Philipp Harfst (Universität 
Göttingen): Was verstehen die 
Deutschen unter Demokratie? Eine 
Probing-Studie zum Item 
„Demokratiezufriedenheit“ 
Discussant: Anja Hennig 

Panel 7 – Militant democracy 1 
Chair: Claudia Matthes (Raum: 004) 
 
• Paper 1: Johannes Gerschewski 

(WissenschaftsZentrum Berlin): Is „Militant 
democracy“ Still the Right Answer to 
Counter Anti-Democratic Actors? 
Discussant: Jan Menzner 

• Paper 2: Michael Zeller (LMU München): 
Democratic Defence and the Disruption of 
Extremist Networks. How France’s Banning 
of Organisations Affects Wider Milieus of 
Extremist Activism 
Discussant: Johannes Gerschewski 

• Paper 3: Luke Shuttleworth, Jan Menzner, 
Hanna Schwander (Humboldt-Universität 
Berlin): Everyone Loves Democracy, but 
Who Wants to Protect it? Examining 
Support for Militant Democracy 
Discussant: Michael Zeller 

Panel 8 – Space and Regional Factors 
Chair: tba (Raum: 003) 
 
• Paper 1: Antonia Fidler (Hertie School of 

Governance Berlin): Heterogeneous 
Political Responsiveness to Local Public 
Investments Across Demographic 
Groups 
Discussant: Tim Pires Alves 

• Paper 2: Christoph Mohamad-Klotzbach, 
Ulrike Zeigermann (Universität Würzburg), 
Pantelis Georgiades (The Cyprus Institute 
EEWRC): Quality of Governance, Air 
Pollution, and Subjective Health 
Discussant: Jan Menzner 

• Paper 3: Tim Pires Alves (Universität 
Gießen): Do they Care at All? Centrifugal 
Democratization, Spatial Inequalities in 
Political Salience and Public Attitudes 
Discussant: Antonia Fidler 

• Paper 4: Mark Kayser (Hertie School of 
Governance), Arndt Leininger, Dani Sandu, 
Thomas Tichelbaecker (TU Chemnitz), Jan 
Menzner, Hanna Schwander (Humboldt 
Universität Berlin): Lonely on the Land: 
Surplus Males and Far-Right Support 
Discussant: Christoph Mohamad-
Klotzbach 
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10:30 – 
11:00 Kaffeepause 

11:00 – 
12:30 

Panel 9 - Measuring Democracy: 
Experiments and Data 
Chair: Lea Kaftan (Raum: 002) 
 
• Paper 1: Sebastian Ziaja (GESIS), Antonia 

May (MZES): Can Local Mini-Publics 
Invigorate Democracy? A Field 
Experiment 
Discussant: Greta Kyriakidou-
Schoolmann 

• Paper 2: Greta Kyriakidou-Schoolmann 
(TU Clausthal): Correcting 
Misinformation or Deepening Divides? A 
Survey Experiment on Fact-Checking 
and Affective Polarization 
Discussant: Dirk Stierand 

• Paper 3: Dirk Stierand, Jan Sauermann 
(Universität Oldenburg): Eroding Cement 
of Society? The Effect of Polarization on 
Trust and Solidarity in a Behavioral 
Experiment 
Discussant: Thamy Pogrebinschi 

• Paper 4: Thamy Pogrebinschi 
(WissenschaftsZentrum Berlin): Citizen 
Data Generation: Shaping Democratic 
Innovation and Resilience 
Discussant: Sebastian Ziaja 

Panel 10 – Militant Democracy 2 
Chair: tba (Raum: 004) 
 
• Paper 1: Katharina Walch (Hertie School of 

Governance): Approved, not Discussed: 
Democratic Lawmaking During the EU 
Accession Process 
Discussant: Britta Weiffen 

• Paper 2: Britta Weiffen (The Open University): 
Vom Konsens zur Blockade: 
Demokratieschutz in Lateinamerika 
Discussant: Kevin Walz 

• Paper 3: Kevin Walz, Matthias Rosenthal 
(Universität Mainz): How Democracies 
Recover: A Comparative Analysis of 
Resources and Pitfalls of Re-
Democratization 
Discussant: Katharina Walch 

 

 

12:30 – 
12:45 Kaffeepause 

12:45 – 
13:30 Abschlussrunde der Konferenz & Mitgliederversammlung 

13:30 – 
14:30 Möglichkeit zum gemeinsamen Mittagessen 

 


