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As the United States approaches its Semiquincenten- 1
nial in 2026 amid the current authoritarian drift, 3
questions about the nature, limits, and legacies of i1
free speech as a core constitutional principle of
U.S. American democracy have become more urgent

S e
than at any time in recent memory.
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Donald Trump’s second term as the President of the
United States is marked by populist rhetoric, (digital)
disinformation, campus speech controversies, and
renewed debates over the freedom of the press. It

has exposed deep fissures in Americans’ shared
understanding of the First Amendment. Consequently,
current debates about “free speech” reflect not only
disputes regarding the interpretation of the U.S.
Constitution, but also a crisis of civic meaning.

Taking this tension as its point of departure, this
conference asks: Who is entitled to speak? Whose
voices are amplified or silenced, and by whom? And
what does “freedom” itself now signify in a fractured
democracy?

The conference aims to situate contemporary free
speech debates and controversies within the longer
historical arc of U.S. democratic culture.

No conference fee. Registration requested via
info@amerika-akademie.de
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Thursday, July 9

12:30 PM

12:45 PM

2:30 PM

3:00 PM

4:30 PM

5:00 PM

5:30 PM

7:00 PM

Welcome & Introduction
Katja Sarkowsky (U Augsburg)
Karsten Fitz (U Passau)

COUNTER DIALOGUE

From the Freedom to Speak to Freedom
of Speech

by Vanessa Vollmann (U Passau)

OPENING PODIUM DISCUSSION
Free Speech in Jeopardy?

Vanessa Vollmann (U Passau)

Mirjam Zadoff (Munich Documentation
Center for the History of National Socialism)
Stephen D. Solomon (New York U)

Reymer Kliiver (Siiddeutsche Zeitung)

Moderator: Gerlinde Groitl (U Regensburg,
ISS Institute for Security and Strategy)

Coffee Break

Historicizing the First Amendment
Chair: Susanne Lachenicht (U Bayreuth)

Sophia Rosenfeld (U Penn)
Free Speech in the History of Freedom

Nadine Strossen (New York Law School)
Enduring Free Speech Principles and Issues
amidst Evolving Facts and Politics

Virtual Talk
Respondent: Jorg Fedtke (U Passau)

BAA Dissertation Award Ceremony
Coffee Break

KEYNOTE LECTURE

David Blight (Yale U) Virtual Talk
“Sanctioned Ignorance”: The Assaults on
Free Speech, Freedom of Thought, and
Cultural Institutions in the United States

Chair: Susanne Lachenicht (U Bayreuth)

Reception

Friday, July 10

9:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:30 AM

1:00 PM

2:30 PM

4:30 PM

6:30 PM

8:00 PM

Freedom of Speech 9:30 AM

in American Visual and Literary Culture

Chair: Heike Raphael-Hernandez
(U Wiirzburg)

Nigel Hatton (UC Merced)
Frederick Douglass and the Suppression of
Free Speech as a “Double Wrong”

Ewa Barbara tuczak (U Warsaw)

When Freedom of Speech Degenerates into
Eugenic Ramblings: It Can’t Happen Here
(1935) by Sinclair Lewis and American Culture
against Fascism

Anna Ley (U Passau)
Under the Star-Spangled Banner: The Land
of the (Un-)Free and the (Not So) Brave

Respondent: Jens Temmen (KU Eichstatt-
Ingolstadt)

11:00 AM

11:30 AM

Coffee Break

Emerging Scholars’ Forum

with Lauren Jarnach (U Oxford), Chan Wai
Charles Wong (FAU Erlangen-Niirnberg), and
Samir Taher (U Leipzig)

Chair: Annika McPherson (U Augsburg)

1:00 PM

Lunch Break
BAA Members’ Meeting
Get-Together for Members and Speakers

FILM SCREENING: The Librarians
(USA 2025, Dir. Kim A. Snyder)

Followed by a Podium Discussion with
Martin Holtz (U Graz)

Nicole Schneider (LMU Munich)

Helga Frese-Resch (Kiepenheuer & Witsch)
Moderator: Antje Kley (FAU Erlangen-
Nirnberg)

Saturday, July 11

Contesting Free Speech:
Sites of Dispute

Chair: Grit Grigoleit-Richter (U Passau)

Krystal-Gayle O’Neill (Babson College)
Reconceptualizing Freedom of Speech and
Expression: A Black Feminist Perspective

Susan Brison (Dartmouth College)
Free Speech and Academic Freedom in
an Authoritarian State

Respondent: Isabel Kalous (FAU Erlangen-
Niirnberg)

Coffee Break

KEVYNOTE LECTURE

Jacob Mchangama (Vanderbilt U)
Free Speech at the Flashpoint: Promise,
Recesion, and the Transatlantic Rupture

Chair: Karsten Fitz (U Passau)

Wrap Up & Conference Closing

Scan the QR code and visit our
website for more information,
such as possible changes to
the program.
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