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“Do European voters get the education policies they want? Or are they instead prisoners of 

unresponsive systems dominated by interest groups? Until now, we have not had the data to 

answer that question across countries and across the different fields of educational policy. 

This book brings together an enormously impressive cross-national data-collection effort 

with an innovative theoretical approach that crystallizes the hurdles that stand in the way of 

educational reformers everywhere – getting people to care about a policy, and getting them 

to agree about what they want from public policy. A Loud but Noisy Signal? is a loud and clear 

signal of when we should expect popular opinion to change the way we educate our children.”

PEPPER D. CULPEPPER, University of Oxford

“ When political changes in the education system are salient to citizens, and attitudes 

relatively coherent, public opinion influences education reform. This is the core insight that 

Busemeyer, Garritzmann, and Neimanns demonstrate in this highly original and timely book, 

on the basis of rigorous and careful empirical research, both quantitative and qualitative. In 

doing so, their contribution goes far beyond explaining education reforms: they masterfully 

combine research on partisan politics, public opinion, and welfare state reforms to show 

what a key battlefield of distributive politics education has become in the knowledge society.”

SIL JA H ÄUSERM A NN, University of Zurich

“This is an important book that could change how we think about political representation. 

While a large body of research highlights that the public salience of issues is critical for policy 

responsiveness to public opinion, the authors argue that it is not decisive. That is, the effect 

depends on the coherence of the public preference signal on highly salient issues: where the 

signal is clear, “loud” politics operates and the public has substantial influence over policy; 

where the signal is conflicted, politics are “noisy” and party control of government dominates. 

This is a useful theoretical innovation, and analysis of European education policy provides 

empirical support. A Loud but Noisy Signal? makes a contribution to the study of represent-

ative democracy and I heartily recommend it.”

CHRIS TOPHER WLEZIEN, The University of Texas at Austin


